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  Pit Bulls ð Dispelling the Myth  

   The Truth About  
One of America's Most Popular Breeds  

 

 

The Pit Bullôs innate love of people is part of his heritage. In 19
th

 century England the Pit Bull, 
known as the Stafford, was created from Bulldog and terrier breeds and specifically bred not to 
be aggressive toward people. Today the Pit Bull is prized for his courage, intellect, tenacity, 
and especially for his love of friends and family.  Pit Bulls are wiggly, cuddly, affectionate dogs; 
they like to remind you regularly of how they feel about you, and in general this means a lot of 
tail wagging and kissing.  
 

Long before they were known as fighter dogs, Pit Bulls were family dogs. The breed has a 
particular fondness for children. In England the Pit Bull or Stafford is affectionately called ñthe 

nanny dogò for his desire to play with and watch over children. Remember Petey, the mascot pup with the black eye patch in 

"The Little Rascals"?  Petey was a Pit Bull. 
 

The ñPit Bullò isnôt an actual breed at all, but a slang term that current American culture uses to describe many large/stocky dogs 
that have a big head, cropped ears, brindle coat or eye patch. The true breeds most commonly labeled as Pit Bulls are American 
Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier and Staffordshire Bull Terrier.  
 

Unfortunately, the Pit Bull became popular with a subculture that has exploited this breed by forcing them into dog fighting rings. 
With the explosion of Pit Bull breeders, thousands of Pit Bulls have ended up in shelters across the country, topping the list of the 
most euthanized pet. No other breed in history has been so misunderstood or made the villain as long or as often as the Pit Bull.  
Sadly, these trends continue today, 20 years after they started. At the same time, millions of Pit Bulls are living peacefully as 
adored family pets in homes throughout the country. 
 

 

PIT BULL FACTS  
 

Pit Bulls always test high as one of the most stable breeds of dogs in the country.  
Pit Bulls have temperaments similar to Golden Retrievers, Beagles or other popular dogs. In a recent study of 122 dog breeds, 
Pit Bulls achieved a passing rate of 83.9%. That's better than Beagles ... 78.2%, and Golden Retrievers ... 83.2%. The American 
Temperament Test Society of the United States, rates Pit Bulls as one of the top five most stable dogs. Because of this, they are 
extremely patient and tolerant of children. 
 

Pit Bulls are athletic and love to get out and play.   
Itôs important to remember that Pit Bulls are terriers ï theyôre energetic and ready to go from zero to full throttle in a second. 
Theyôre a happy-go-lucky breed and great to come home to. Informed, experienced owners who enjoy a wide variety of activities 
often love the athletic, nimble Pit Bull.  
 

Pit Bulls are easy to train. All they want to do is please you . 
The highly intelligent Pit Bull, like all dogs, wants an in-charge owner who can make and enforce rules, provide socialization, and 
at least basic obedience training. Pit Bulls are extremely easy to train. Because they are so sensitive to your feelings, verbal 
training comes easily with this breed. Pit Bulls want to please you and can be as active as you want to be, no matter what youôre 
doing.  
 

Pit Bulls can live with other dogs and/or cats.  
Pit Bulls coexist comfortably with other pets when raised with them in a properly supervised household. With proper training 
handling, and supervision your Pit Bull can learn to live peacefully in the company of other dogs and often cats as well. 
 

Pit Bulls are great family dogs.  
Pit bulls thrive on interaction with their family and will languish if shut away. They love their owners and are a shadow around the 
house. They crave attention and companionship and have a great zest for life.  Pit Bulls are the equivalent of people who are 
always happy.  
 

The reality is that Pit Bulls are intelligent, loyal and loving companions. All they ask is that we return their love in a secure and 
forever home.    

http://search.yahoo.com/search?p=The+Little+Rascals&cs=bz&fr=buzz&fr=buzz


    

Bobby 
 

Had to send you a  note and photo 

of Bobby (formerly Happy). Heõs 

named Lochinvar Bobby after one 

of Albert Payson Terhuneõs books 

I read all the time as a kid.  He is 

a treat and so -o-o good. Weõre 

very happy!  I have composed a 

poemé 

   Bobby is so well -behaved, 
   And friendly to one and all.  
   He walks on the leash so nicely  
   and well.  
   Obeyõs too, so walkingõs a ball.  
   No need to scold or correct,  
   Already knows what he should do.  
   We love him so much, but the best thing of all,  
   Is that Bobby seems so happy too.  
I have also enclosed a donation to help in the great job 

you do at TALGV.                 Gene and Kristine Young  
 

 

Puebla 
 

We adopted our cat, 

Puebla, in June, 2010. He 

is the most wonderful 

and affectionate cat! We 

have trained him to walk 

on a leash in the back 

yard. He is very friendly 

and purrs a lot! You do 

wonderful  work  at the 

Green Valley shelter and we wish you luck in your new 

building project.                                Sincerely,  

                                             Richard and Dorothy Bailey  

 

Benny 

Thank you for Benny!!!  

 

Crickett  
 

òCrickettó, now going on 17 

years of age, has been living 

with me for about 8 months. 

We have become soul mates. 

She seems to be enjoying a 

second childhood and is in 

good health. When she is not sleeping she purrs or talks 

up a storm. Wish I could understand all she tells me - but 

I am learning! Thanks for keeping her for me!   

                                                Trude Raymond 
 

Carly  
 

Itõs been a while since Iõve 

given you an update on my 

sweet little girl, Carly, the 

dog I adopted from TALGV 

back in December 2008.  

Carly and I are inseparable. 

My job involves a lot of 

traveling and Carly is 

having a blast flying to and 

fro. Carly goes on the plane 

with me and on one flight the woman sitting next to me, 

who was obviously stressed by flying, grabbed on to Carly 

during our descent and didnõt let go until we got to the 

gate!  Carly makes friends wherever she goes.  My life 

has been enhanced so much by Carly.  She is the most 

wonderful, sweet little girl Iõve ever known. Itõs such a 

privilege to share my life with her.  I will always be 

grateful to you for letting me adopt Carly.  

                      Best Regards, Carole Reese 
 

Scotty  
 

As you can see, Scotty is adjusting well. Here he is 

perched above my desk. Our other cats are put out, but 

tolerant about the new arrival. Keep up the great work 

you do!      Susie Clark  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear TALGV,   

If youôve adopted a 
pet from TALGV weôd 

love to hear from 
you...or your pet!  
Send letters and  

photos to our mailing 
address or email to 

the editor:      
sharknight@cox.net  
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: Visit our website www.talgv.org  : 

Freckles  
 

In June, 2009, my sister 

and I came from Tucson 

with the expectation of 

adopting a kitten. When we 

left I owned a beautiful 

little kitty. Freckles is two 

years old now. He has out-

grown his freckles but not 

his name. He gets along 

great with the dogs. He is 

just a beautiful and fun cat to be with. I love him very 

much and he returns the love. Thank you very much for 

letting me adopt such a great cat...my best friend 

Freckles!  

                                               Richard Blyth  
 

Max  
 

Here is a photo of Max (Jinx). We found out Max is a 

miniature Australian shepherd. When we got Max from 

you he weighed 19 lbs. 

He is now a muscular 31 

pounds, is strong and 

uses all four legs! Max is 

a perfect match for our 

family! Chalk us up for 

one perfect adoption!   

 Sincerely,  

        Traci & Rick Eller                                 

                                                                           

Rowdy 
    

It is more than two years since Roscoe came to live with 

us. Heõs had a name change and is now Rowdy which fits 

his personality. He loves his stuffed animal, my motherõs 

Jack Russell Terrier, and my two great grand kids. He 

lets them do just about anything to him. He is the best 

guard dog. If someone is in the yard heõs their friend 

but if theyõre outside the yard you can be sure heõs go-

ing to bark at them. We have four cats, two cats that 

he just loves to pick on and in 

turn they wash his ears. I am 

retired now and heõs so happy 

to have me home. You couldnõt 

ask for a more loving friend. 

Thanks for all you do for our 

four -legged friends.  

 With best regards,  

  Linda Ratliff  

Harriet  
 

Enclosed is a picture of our sweet Harriet. We are very 

grateful for your 

fine services to 

the animals and 

the community. 

Harriet has been 

with us for about 

a year now and is 

loved by all.   

        Ruth Hauck

                               
 

Bruce 
 

To all of you who loved 

and hugged Bruce and 

took care of him...Many 

thanks for making him 

the wonderful boy that 

he is.  He is a snuggle 

bunny and a true joy.    

Thank you. 

Happiness to All,                         

Chuck & Carol Haynes  

and Bruce the Goose!  
 

 

 

Sadie 
 

I am writing to thank you for taking care of Sadie during 

her time at TALGV before we adopted her and during 

her spay surgery in February.  I was touched by the out-

pouring of love and caring I saw in the recovery room. It 

humbled me to see so many people taking care of those 

animals when they most needed it. I will be forever 

grateful for the attention that was paid to Sadie so that 

she was comfortable there 

without me. Sadie is 10 

months old and over 70 

pounds! She is a great dog. 

Thank you for all you do for 

the animals! May God bless 

all of you and all the animals 

that come into your care. 

You are doing good work, 

and I for one am grateful 

for it.  So is Sadie.    

         Sincerely,  

           Maryann Ambrose  
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